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WAR D  8  CAN D I DAT E S

Annie Lee Rice (incumbent)

E M M E T T  L .  C O L E M A N

 

Map of Ward 8
Candidates in bold are those that completed the questionnaire . 
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Question 1: What do you believe to be the most 
important role(s) of a member of the Board of 
Alderman?

ANNIE  RICE
Most importantly , to be a representative of a group of people , to be a public 
servant is to be accountable to your constituents , to seek out ways to include 
and inform them , and to work and vote in their best interest . It is also to serve 
and be responsive to tangible needs , to connect people to resources that exist in 
our communities , and to be and create resources directly for the people .

Question 2: What are your top legislative 
priorities for the city of St. Louis?

EMMETT  L  COLEMAN
I believe that the most important roles of a member of the Board of Aldermen 
are constituent services , educating constituents on legislative and citywide 
issues , and legislating to improve the quality of life of all city residents .

ANNIE  RICE
INCLUSION - Good government means that everyone 's voices are valued and 
people can trust their government to serve them . Whether I 'm analyzing 
legislation for our entire city or collaborating with community members to 
support specific efforts in the 8th Ward , your voice and needs are important . 
Our city 's residents know the resources available to them and work with 
government agencies and elected officials for the best outcomes , regardless of 
their location or leadership .
Communities share best practices and great ideas to strengthen the city overall . 
People who are impacted are invited to inform decision makers , especially those 
who are not often considered . One example would be ensuring true ADA 
accessibility throughout our city .
In all of my roles , my core beliefs are that no human is illegal , love is love , black 
lives matter , and that we only enjoy the freedoms to be ourselves and pursue 
prosperity when those freedoms are extended to us all . 
SMART PUBLIC SAFETY - All St . Louisans deserve to feel safe . We can make this a 
reality by changing our understanding of what true public safety means . This is 
going beyond law enforcement to think about human needs , neighborhood 
collaboration , and delivering resources . 
Address the root causes of criminal activity such as poverty and a lack of access 
to community , educational and other social/environmental resources .
Tackle substance abuse in our community as a public health issue .
Utilize social workers and mental health professionals to address safety issues 
stemming from mental health , as well as a first line of intervention with nuisance 
properties .
Empowering communities to solve problems and reconcile differences ; 
neighbors knowing and understanding each other goes a long way . 
EQUITABLE OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL - We have been told over and over again 
that parts of our city have flourished while others have suffered greatly , and we 
need to be honest about our part in the suffering of our neighbors . 
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EMMETT  L  COLEMAN
My legislative priorities will be the following :
Instituting a tax freeze for low to moderate income families and seniors to 
ensure racial and economic diversity in all neighborhoods .
Provide funding for youth programs like trauma counseling , tutoring , and 
mentorships while also providing funding for and access to several educational 
and economic opportunities throughout the entire city .
Ward redistricting practices to make the process more equitable by dividing 
wards based on area instead of population .
Solidified contract terms regarding airport privatization to present to citizens for 
a public vote .

There are many opportunities to work toward sustainable , equitable 
development in our 8th Ward and throughout our city . Examples include :
Ensure economic development is benefitting ALL residents through community 
benefit agreements and intentional , equity-focused analysis of development 
projects .
Implement and support neighborhood-based calls to action of the Ferguson 
Commission Report .
Empower women , immigrants , and persons of color in starting business and 
community projects .
Support the use of unionized labor in all taxpayer funded development projects , 
support the rights of all workers to unionize , and oppose all pushes for anti-labor 
legislation .
Implement consistent , transparent requirements and procedures regarding tax 
abatement and tax increment financing usage , including using a racial equity 
lens in assessing such financing .
Find creative solutions to promote affordable , healthy , inclusionary housing .

Question 3: In what ways will you create 
ongoing feedback and collaboration structures 
between constituents and your office to ensure 
responsive policies, decisions and 
accountability?

ANNIE  RICE
Immediately after my election I worked to get funding to the Communications 
Department for closed captioning equipment . We were relying on YouTube 
transcriptions to provide access for the hearing impaired , and that is wholly 
insufficient . We held a hearing of the Public Utilities Committee with the Streets 
Department and Spire in the evening to allow more residents to attend , and 
we ’re hosting an evening town hall on the redistricting process in the evening , in 
a central location in order to be as accessible as possible . I ’m holding a town hall 
for the 8th Ward on January 26th in the afternoon , with representatives from as 
many departments of the city , community partners , and utilities as can attend in 
order to connect 8th Ward residents to these groups all in one place . We ’ll also 
be discussing what is happening at the Board .
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I work hard to be available , I give out my cell phone number and I make every 
effort to respond to emails as quickly as possible . I have circulated one survey 
asking residents ’ opinions on an issue before the board , and I plan to continue 
that practice as big issues arise . I am present at every neighborhood and ward 
meeting that I can be , and I will meet with anyone who wishes to meet with me . 
I believe that having our votes online , having all of our bills and records online , 
and having accurate information about hearings online is vitally important to our 
transparency and accountability . This type of accessibility is vital to representing 
my constituents well - they know I ’ll be there , and they know we can talk .

EMMETT  L  COLEMAN
I will collaborate with constituents by engaging with them on their needs and 
concerns , and work to solve any problems that might arise within my ward . I will 
remain transparent by displaying publicly the amount of ward funds granted 
each year and how they are utilized . I will ensure that I am accessible and highly 
responsive to each and every constituent while working to improve the lives of all 
city residents .

Question 4: Displacement has taken place in 
countless neighborhoods across the city, with 
the Black population decreasing by 60 percent 
in some of the most severe cases. What do you 
attribute to this decline and if elected how 
would you combat displacement?

ANNIE  RICE
This is an issue with a vast number of interconnected causes . Some is access to 
quality education , some is lack of affordable housing , some is continued realtor-
led neighborhood direction , lack of accessibility to food , the conversion of multi-
family to single-family homes and increasing property values , our city ’s allowance 
for boarded up homes and our inability to hold negligent landlords accountable , 
and some of it is based on purposeful disenfranchisement , displacement and 
racism . 
I represent a ward with a declining black population , and I ’ve all but stopped the 
use of tax abatements in the ward , unless they meet the criteria for multi-family , 
or affordable housing , or it is working to restore a building that has been long 
neglected . We have benefitted from significant growth and families moving in , 
but the increasing property values are pushing older and fixed income people 
out . I work with our CDC ’s to prioritize affordable housing , and I ’ll continue to do 
that . And we MUST restore connections between City Hall and the St . Louis 
Public Schools to ensure quality education for all of our children .
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EMMETT  L  COLEMAN
There has long been univestment and underinvestment in countless city 
neighborhoods due to redlining , the lack of economic opportunities , crime , 
drugs , and violent gang activity . I plan on using half my salary as Alderman to 
jumpstart financial investment for the use of trauma counseling and tutoring for 
Saint Louis youth , more accessible GED preparation classes , and financial 
assistance for post-secondary education . I will also work with all the local unions 
to help link young people living in underinvested neighborhoods with 
apprenticeship programs . I plan to sponsor a bill that would put a freeze on 
taxes for low to moderate income families and seniors to prevent displacement , 
while also sharing the 8th ward ’s successful neighborhood organization models 
with aldermen representing wards all over the city . I have always had the desire 
to personally invest in neighborhoods located north of Delmar Avenue , and I will 
continue to strive for investment in these areas as well as neighborhoods south 
of Chippewa Ave .

ANNIE  RICE
Yes , at this time , I do support the ward reduction . After the 2012 vote where 
74% of voters in the 8th ward voted in favor of Prop R , the Board of Aldermen 
was tasked with implementing the will of the voters and the current members 
of the BOA are working to do exactly that . I supported and have met with 
Alderwoman Navarro ’s Resolution 12 committee to examine all of the ways that 
ward reduction would affect the city - departments , budgets , staff , 
responsibilities , etc . - and I am working with Alderwoman Ingrassia on 
transparency and reform to the ward drawing process (which is a separate issue , 
but still vitally important). We need to ensure an equitable transition to this 
new system , and that people who have been historically disenfranchised are 
prominent in that process . Any significant reform to our form of government 
needs diligence , participation , and transparency . 
 
There are efforts underway , including Alderwoman Navarro ’s committee , to 
ensure all of these things , and I support those efforts . We have a ton of studies 
and recommendations of ways that we could have a more just and equitable St . 
Louis , and this process should be taking those recommendations to heart . We 
can use this process to create a structure for the Board of Aldermen that will 
better serve the residents of our city , and I hope that my colleagues at the 
Board will fully participate in building the Board we want and need . Whether 
we decide to do away with ward capital funds , to have full-time aldermen with 
dedicated staff , to have NIS ’s report to us , we need to be working together on 
this process .

Question 5: Do you support the upcoming city 
ward reduction? What will you do to ensure a 
just and equitable process?

EMMETT  L  COLEMAN
I believe the reduction of wards is necessary for a greater efficiency of city 
government , but I will demand we divide the wards evenly based on area rather 
than population to ensure the most equitable solution .
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Question 6: What is your stance on the 
privatization of Lambert Airport?
ANNIE  RICE
I ’m against it . I don ’t believe in the privatization of city resources , particularly 
this effort . I have significant concerns about the way that this process began , 
and the former mayor ’s current involvement with one of the consulting firms 
who wishes to bid on a contract . St . Louis Lambert International Airport is a 
significant municipal asset , and we are making great progress on debt service . 
There are plans for a cargo extension , Southwest is utilizing more and more 
terminals , and business is good . The airport ’s credit rating is good , development 
of the city-owned land around the airport could bring significant revenues , and 
these are things the city itself could benefit from directly . Further , I have 
significant concerns about any efforts to privatize any municipal assets . 
There are labor protections , accountability to voters , and flexibility for necessary 
improvements and priorities that are undercut with private ownership . A long-
term lease deal could restrict our ability to adapt to new concerns in 
transportation , and I do not believe that St . Louis City should be the test city for 
this type of effort in the United States . If any long-term lease or privatization 
effort is going forward it must be put before a vote of the people , and I am a co-
sponsor on BB93 .

EMMETT  L  COLEMAN
I have made a pledge not to support any privatization efforts without the process 
of a public vote . I do believe that it is the responsibility of the Board of Aldermen 
to come up with concrete contract terms for the public to vote upon . I would like 
to work on any lease contract terms to vote on instead of paying a consulting 
firm approximately $800 ,000 a month to make a suggestion to the city and our 
citizens .

Question 7: What is your position on the use of 
TIFs and other tax incentives in the city of St. 
Louis? 

ANNIE  RICE
I wholeheartedly support and voted for the new tax abatement map for 
residential projects under $1 million so that aldermen and developers know 
exactly what is financially justifiable through the use of a formula instead of 
aldermanic courtesy . We cannot continue to only incentivize building in the 
central corridor , we risk displacement of longtime residents in areas that are 
quickly improving , and further decline in areas that are being neglected . A 
racial-equity lens must be applied to development deals and we must ensure 
that our development partners are committed to our communities . 
Community-negotiated and enforceable community benefits agreements that 
are partnered with invested community organizations are one way to help 
ensure that those who are the most at risk have their voices heard and 
represented in large development deals in their communities .This also includes 
working with partners in the use of women and minority-owned businesses , and 
unionized , prevailing wage workers . 
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Development projects should go beyond lining the pockets of developers and 
truly better the communities those developments are happening in and the 
workers making those projects a reality .
Tax-Increment Financing only works if the city actually benefits and we have to 
be able to track outcomes to make better policy going forward , as well as work 
on enforceable claw-back provisions when projects don ’t meet their goals .

EMMETT  L  COLEMAN
I strongly believe that tax incentives and TIFs are great motivating tools for 
residential and commercial development , but I also believe that we need to 
concentrate those incentives in underinvested in neighborhoods . I also believe 
that there need to be incentives for low to moderate income households who 
might need assistance with home improvement .

Question 8: Do you support the demand to 
close the Medium Security Institute? Please 
explain.

ANNIE  RICE
Yes , I support the effort to close MSI . Our arrest and incarcerate model of public 
safety does not produce safety , and it entraps poor people and people with 
mental health challenges . People should not be held without serious cause to 
detain them while they await trial , money should not be a factor there . Further , 
the stories from people who have been kept in the MSI are horrifying , and 
humans should not be treated this way . I have met with advocates for closure , 
I ’ve met with the Bail Project , and I support all of these efforts . True public 
safety comes from this kind of community engagement and community 
building , not incarceration .

EMMETT  L  COLEMAN
I believe that there needs to be immediate improvement to the Medium Security 
Institute regarding facility conditions and treatment of inmates . I also believe 
that there definitely needs to be somewhere for inmates to go if we were to close 
the Medium Security Institution .
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Question 9: What is your stance on the 
city/county reunification, specifically the 
plan released by Better Together?
ANNIE  RICE
As there has been no formal release of a plan , it ’s impossible to take a position 
on whether or not a certain effort should be supported . I believe that we need 
to be thinking regionally - to evaluate our challenges and successes as cities 
and as a region , and figure out how we can work on solutions . People are not 
surviving in our region right now . Our maternal mortality rates , our child asthma 
rates , our homicide rates - people are not surviving us , and I believe that 
requires an open mind when discussing big picture possibilities . 
There are significant questions that need to be addressed - such as how do we 
protect historically disenfranchised communities and break the threads of 
racism throughout our region? How do we begin the process of this type of task 
force for our school districts? Who gets to decide what a new charter 
government would look like and how does that get built? I have already been 
asking my constituents what they think , and will continue to do so as the plan 
is released . The Task Force has been working hard to engage with organizations 
and citizens in our region , and I believe we owe it to everyone who participated 
and everyone who lives in our region to fairly evaluate the proposal .

EMMETT  L  COLEMAN
I believe that it is in the best interest of both Saint Louis City and Saint Louis 
County to reunite but I do believe that we need to figure out which services work 
well and improve the services that are failing before any consolidation . I do 
believe that Better Together is a task force doing research regarding a 
city/county consolidation , but does not have a specific plan as of yet .

Question 10: Did you support Proposition P? 
Why or why not?

ANNIE  RICE
No , I did not . I support first responders being paid wages equal to their hard 
work , and I understand the need to keep up with pay in surrounding areas , but I 
did not support this move . The timing of Proposition P , directly in the aftermath 
of the Stockley protests , was a slap in the face to those who had been injured 
by police brutality . The continuing lack of understanding of the root causes of 
crime , and the fact that money invested in those root causes actually saves us 
money in law enforcement costs , is frustrating in a city that so desperately 
needs to be safer . We cannot continue to keep prioritizing enforcement over 
prevention .

EMMETT  L  COLEMAN
I did vote and support Proposition P due to the fact that all of our first 
responders make an average of $20 ,000 to $30 ,000 less than our surrounding 
municipalities . We have to continue providing competitive salaries and pension 
plans to retain the most talented first responders . They risk their lives to save 
individuals in distress and deserve the best pay . We cannot punish all first 
responders for the bad actions of a small amount of public safety officers .
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Question 11: Do you support the legalization of 
recreational marijuana? Explain your answer.
ANNIE  RICE
I believe in the full decriminalization of marijuana , and expungement 
procedures for people convicted of only minor marijuana offenses . I have 
concerns about legalization of recreational marijuana in a statewide sense 
because the federal government is still prosecuting , and because I don ’t have 
faith right now in the state to set up a system where people who have been 
harmed by the criminalization would be able to benefit from legalization and 
ensuing economic opportunities . In the long run , with a careful eye to prevent 
youth recreational use , I support legalization , but I think it ’s going to take more 
deliberate action to get us there .

EMMETT  L  COLEMAN
I do support the legalization of recreational marijuana . The economic outcome 
can be tremendous while the use of cigarettes seem to be way more harmful 
than the usage of cannabis plants , oils , edibles , or abstracts .

Question 12: Do you believe homelessness is an 
issue in St. Louis. If so, what concrete steps will 
you take to alleviate homelessness in the City of 
St. Louis?

ANNIE  RICE
Yes . It is a significant issue because people are still dying on our streets and in 
vacant buildings they are using for shelter . I worked with the 15th and 6th 
Wards to open the Assisi House V in Tower Grove East , a long-term residential 
facility for men experiencing homelessness , and I think that housing is the 
ultimate goal that we need to be aggressively pursuing . However , we also have 
short term needs , and on the Health and Human Services committee , we have 
had a hearing with the Homelessness Services Division , and are awaiting a 
hearing with SLMPD about their practices towards the unhoused . I donate to 
and support Winter Outreach , even though it should not have to be private 
citizens responsible for keeping people alive . The City needs to have a plan for 
the short term , and if this means moving the budget around , we need to do 
that . I 'm committed to listening to and working with the community to find 
and fund ways to keep people alive .

EMMETT  L  COLEMAN
Homelessness and displacement is definitely an issue in Saint Louis and I will 
work to fund the rehabilitation of vacant homes throughout each ward to house 
the homeless , and I will also work hard to fund mental health facilities and 
initiatives . In addition , there needs to be an effort to fund regulated drug rehab 
facilities .
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Question 13: More than 60% of the City’s General Fund 
budget is currently devoted to Public Safety, with the 
vast majority of those funds allotted to police, 
prosecution, and jails. Do you agree with this budget 
allocation? If not, how would your budget priorities 
differ?

ANNIE  RICE
No , I don 't agree . What we know is that any funding invested in the health , 
education , and opportunities for people in our community cause reductions in 
the funding needed for the law enforcement and criminal justice systems . We 
have to be brave and bold in reallocating funding and helping our whole city 
understand that this type of investment is for the good of all of us , and that it 's 
proven to work . It would be to the benefit of our law enforcement and criminal 
justice to reduce the need for them , and I fully believe that is possible , and I 'll 
work to help further that perspective . By prioritizing law enforcement and 
criminal justice over opportunities and prevention , we 're telling people that 
we 've given up on them , that criminality is all they 're destined to , when that is 
completely false , and that 's leaving out people who are inadvertently trapped . 
We do have a need for law enforcement and criminal justice systems , but the 
protection of these institutions to the detriment of the people is unjust , and we 
need to begin to incrementally shift our funding to reflect these values and 
proven strategies .

EMMETT  L  COLEMAN
I believe that public safety is important , however , I do also believe that at least 15 
to 20 percent of the funds allocated for public safety should go to crime 
prevention programs for youth , academic tutors , meal programs , and utility bill 
assistance since most of the mentioned are issues that create desperation , where 
crime ultimately originates .

Question 14: Given that safe, quality, affordable 
transit is a lifeline for so many city residents, as 
well as the mark of a world-class City, and given 
that federal funding for transit seems to be 
diminishing, how do you think funds from Prop 1 
should be used?

ANNIE  RICE
If I read correctly , some infrastructure funds from Prop 1 were used for license 
plate readers , and that 's not at all what voters supported . I don 't know if a N/S 
Metrolink is the best use of funds , but equitable , affordable , effective public 
transit is a justice issue , both because people deserve to be able to get where 
they need to go , but also because our environment deserves cleaner ways of 
transportation . I think a bus-rapid transit line is worth exploring as a cheaper 
option without the Federal funding available , and multi-modal transit as well as 
transit-oriented development is vital to our city 's future .
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EMMETT  L  COLEMAN
I strongly believe in a safe , efficient , and expanding public transit system . I 
believe that Saint Louis City , Saint Louis County , and Bi-State Development 
Corporation need to put all resources together for safety initiatives and 
infrastructure of a North-South Metrolink line . We need to allocate a portion of 
Proposition 1 funds for the use of cameras , hiring police staff assigned strictly to 
public transit corridors , and installing fair booths .

Question 15: How do you plan to address 
the issue of crime in the city of St. Louis?
ANNIE  RICE
We must address the root causes of criminal activity such as poverty and a lack 
of access to community , educational and other social/environmental resources . 
We must have community partners within our law enforcement so that crises 
are responded to with a strong understanding of the community impacted - so 
that situations are not escalated , mental health needs are cared for , that 
witnesses and victims feel empowered and safe to come forward to aid in 
prosecution when necessary . Right now , these community partnerships are 
weaker than we need them to be , and true community-based law enforcement 
and restitution , community problem-solving , and restoration practices need to 
be implemented . I support the Resolve Community Conflict Resolution Center , I 
support community intervention , and I welcome the SLMPD officers who are 
engaged in , are a real part of , and working for their communities who also view 
their role as public service .

EMMETT  L  COLEMAN
The epidemic of crime within the City of Saint Louis is serious and we need to 
focus efforts on the root causes of crime . I believe having counselors , especially 
trauma counselors accessible in each ward or each neighborhood is essential to 
youth development . I also believe that we need tutors and mentors readily 
accessible to help young people get their homework done , make sure that young 
people have the necessary food , clothing , and living conditions to provide a 
pathway to success . I also believe that we need to offer services for individuals 
waiting in jail or sentenced to prison like counseling , GED programs , post-
secondary schooling opportunities , and/or trade education opportunities . There 
also needs to be more neighborhood accessible GED programs , post-secondary 
education recruitment , and union facilitated apprenticeship program 
opportunities . I also believe that there needs to be a large-scale effort to bring 
job fairs into each neighborhood or ward within the city to make job 
opportunities accessible .

C a n d i d a t e s  a n s w e r s  a r e  c o p i e d  v e r b a t i m
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